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Global Citizens 

In early 2013, Investor Economics became part of Strategic Insight, the pre-eminent research and information  
provider to the world’s asset management and retirement provider communities. At that time, we promised 
our Canadian clients that we would leverage the vast expertise of our new corporate family to add global flair  
to our Canadian research coverage. Over the past three and a half years, we have done so by highlighting 
global perspectives throughout our research publications—from our flagship, forward-looking Household 
Balance Sheet Report to the regular coverage of the U.S. and global mutual fund businesses in Investor 
Economics’ Insight Advisory Service.

The global contextualization of Canadian topics culminated with the selection of the global perspective as 
the main narrative arc of our inaugural wealth management conference in 2015. This global thread will be 
reprised in the second Investor Economics Executive Forum, which will gather decision-makers from both 
the Canadian and the international wealth management industry on November 1st in Toronto for a day of 
lively and unconstrained debate about the future of the business. 

Parallel worlds

The concept of leveraging the discoveries and learnings of other countries and cultures to inform one’s own 
progress dates back to ancient times. Yet the economic and financial interconnectivity between countries 
has, arguably, never been as strong as it is in today’s world. Decades of vanishing barriers to international 
trade and the movement of capital have resulted in individual country economic and financial developmental  
tracks that are increasingly running in parallel.

Against this globalized economic backdrop, the financial services business has become a truly global 
undertaking. The world over, banks, insurance carriers, asset managers and even several distributors of 
financial products of all shapes and sizes are pursuing development opportunities beyond their home bases. 

Think globally, act locally

As financial services providers evolve to compete in regional and global marketplaces, so do their information  
needs. Therein lies our rationale for embarking on a series of research papers which will adopt the global 
viewpoint on the wealth management industry’s most hotly debated topics. This year’s series of global 
articles will tackle regulation; retirement; asset management and the fund industry; and emergent fintech. 
Throughout the series, our focus will be on how developments in these areas are impacting wealth managers  
around the world.
 
Importantly, no puzzle is complete without the detail of its individual pieces. That is why, in adopting a 
world view, we will take care to highlight the local nuances. Understanding the specific attributes of a  
given local wealth management marketplace is often the difference between mounting a winning asset- 
gathering campaign and losing the competitive battle to players with a sharper understanding of the local 
lay of the land. History provides plentiful examples of failed attempts to penetrate a specific country’s market  
due to an inadequate study of the local environment.

In assembling the global picture, therefore, we will leverage the vast data and intellectual capital resident  
within the Strategic Insight group of companies, many of which are long-time students of the local markets.
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Global designs demand global analytical tools

Importantly, no industry view would be complete without your—our client’s—perspective. Thus our views 
will be informed by ongoing interactions with our global client ecosystem. Our readers are welcome to 
share their thoughts with us and to consider us as a conceptual sounding board.

While the rigours of a publication schedule demand that we wrap up the written narrative at some point, it is 
our intention to continue this dialogue with the industry and engage in a vigorous debate of the topics raised 
well beyond our publication deadlines. It is our hope that these discussions will trigger a virtuous cycle of 
knowledge for the global wealth management market participants, one in which we will be honoured to play 
the role of the central repository of key facts, data points and ideas. In time, this growing and global fact-base 
and its implicit analytical power will translate into more precise tracking of global trends and a more holistic 
understanding of the global wealth management business. This will enhance the value of the global learnings  
to our clients. 

Building the big frame

Over the past quarter of a century, Investor Economics has focused on identifying and monitoring trends 
in the Canadian financial services business. Our research approach has always been anchored in three core 
principles: to measure the facts; to develop and maintain an analytical frame with which to benchmark the 
progress of the various market participants against the aggregate market and against each other; and to 
foster industry insights by engaging business leaders, regulators and industry observers in a comprehensive 
discussion of key issues. It is this approach we hope to employ as we develop thought leadership in our new 
global research series.

Our inaugural Global Research White Paper focuses on the implications of regulatory changes on the retail 
financial services ecosystem. This feature represents the first step on the road toward establishing a common 
analytical framework for evaluating global developments. Over time, our aspiration is to develop and maintain 
a global analytical big frame, one akin to that represented by our Canadian Household Balance Sheet model, 
against which all market participants—manufacturers, distributors, service providers and regulators—will be 
able to evaluate their progress. For more on this framework, please stay tuned for our upcoming visualization 
on the household financial lifecycle and financial wealth by generations.

The current report is just the start of what we hope to be a long and interesting journey of helping asset  
managers to unlock the power of global lessons for local applications. We hope you will continue to  
accompany us and share your views and comments, as many of you did for this feature. To paraphrase the 
Olympic motto, we believe this collaborative approach will result in wealth management research that is a 
little smarter, a little deeper and a little stronger.

Welcome to Strategic Insight Global Research Series.

Goshka Folda
President and CEO, Investor Economics

Investor Economics is a Strategic Insight business


