
Strategic Insight, the mutual fund data and research provider owned by 
PlanSponsor and PlanAdviser publisher Asset International, is looking 
to build on its existing presence in the defined contribution business, with 
a new data offering for DC insiders. 

The new product - dubbed Simfund Retirement - will draw on plans’ annual 
5500 filings (including audit reports) and integrate that information into 
Strategic Insight’s current Simfund product, which aggregates proprietary 
and third-party data on such things as mutual fund performance, flows, 
fees and assets, says Strategic Insight’s Chris Yeomans. 

Yeomans, the company’s director of retirement and sub-advisory 
products, tells 401kWire that he expects his team to roll out Simfund 
Retirement in two tranches, one in the fourth quarter of 2014 and the next 
in the first quarter of 2015. 

And that tiered approach is due to the different groups SI is targeting 
with the new tool: the Product group, which is “really focused on overall 
trends, plan design features, the size of the market, [and] overall what 
funds are being used in that market share”; and the DC I-O Sales Team 
group, which is “looking for specific, plan-level data and figuring out 
who the advisor or consultant on the plan is,” says Yeomans. The later 
rollout of the latter is due to more “granularity” involved in the data. 

“Simfund Retirement is really based on customer feedback and this 
critical need for good info in the retirement space, particularly as it 
relates to distribution and intermediary-sold DC plans,” Yeomans tells 
401kWire. 

And Yeomans says Strategic Insight is in active discussions with a number 
of different asset managers to discuss what’s coming down the road and 
to get their feedback on Simfund Retirement. He declined comment on 
pricing for the new tool and how long it’s been in the works. 

The tool adds to Strategic Insight’s existing DC data offering Pathfinder, 
an RFP and benchmarking tool used by advisors and consultants that 
came under Strategic Insight’s umbrella from PlanSponsor’s arsenal 
around 2010. And it’s a seeming competitor to other data providers like 
Brightscope and Judy Diamond Associates that already package up 

Form 5500 data for customers in user-friendly interfaces. 

But Yeomans sees a distinct advantage over existing competitors in the 
marketplace. 

“The value comes in the cleanup and the processing of the data. ... Our 
goal is to really deliver the highest-quality 5500 data that we can, but 
then add on and - as we do with our [current] Simfund product - link to 
other data sources as well,” Yeomans adds. 

He says that the key piece Strategic Insight is adding to its Simfund 
product with the new offering is the identification of which funds are 
being used in retirement plans, and how much of those funds’ assets hail 
from DC plans. 

“We know certain share classes [e.g. R shares] are only used in retirement 
plans, but there are a number of other funds that may be partly used in 
retirement plans. ... It’s adding what percentage of a fund is accounted for 
by the retirement space,” Yeomans describes. 

The main datasource from which Simfund Retirement will pull (and 
subsequently standardize and link to other sources of information) is 
Schedule H of sponsors’ Form 5500 filings, and the audit report that 
accompanies that filing. 

Yeomans declined comment on the recently announced acquisition of 
Asset International - and, by extension, Strategic Insight - by private 
equity shop Genstar Capital and what that could mean for Simfund 
Retirement. Although as Genstar principal Tony Salewski told in an 
interview following the announcement of the deal, retirement is a definite 
focus area for the company.  

“We have a good number of resources behind this initiative. Asset 
International as a whole has a big focus on the retirement space, through 
data, research and publications,” Yeomans says. 
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