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Funds Attract Record $480 Billion Inflow in the First Quarter 

Worldwide 
 
 

NEW YORK, NY – May 15, 2013 – Investors around the world contributed $480 billion of net 
inflows to long-term funds during the first quarter of 2013, a record amount driven by sustained 
demand for bond and income products, expanding appetite for multi-asset portfolios, and 
renewed purchases of equity strategies.   
 
The share of flows captured by equity funds increased to nearly 45% in the first quarter globally, 
compared to less than 10% last year, according to Strategic Insight, a business intelligence 
provider to the global fund industry.  
 
“Cash flows into the top funds have accelerated with rising demand for income, multi-asset, 
unconstrained, global equity dividend, emerging market and Asia investments”, according to Jag 
Alexeyev, head of global research at Strategic Insight.  “However, rapid asset growth has taken 
some portfolios to capacity, creating opportunities for substitutes.” 
 
Net inflows into Europe domiciled and cross-border funds surpassed €130 billion ($170 billion), 
the highest volume since early 2006.  Local funds in Asia excluding mainland China captured 
$34 billion, driven by expansion in Japan and record sales in Hong Kong.  New fund launches in 
Japan – now with a greater emphasis on equity strategies – continue to provide a huge source 
of fresh assets for both domestic and international money managers. 
 
In the US, long-term funds including ETFs collected $250 billion during Q1, an all-time high net 
inflow surpassing the previous record from a year ago by 40%.  Funds in Canada attracted $20 
billion, the best results since the 1990’s. 
  
With stock prices continuing to set records in markets such as the US, plus recoveries in other 
sectors and sustained low interest rates, fund flows in the second quarter will likely be strong as 
well.  During April, funds in the US collected another $58 billion of net inflows.  Preliminary data 
for non-US markets also shows that the majority of large funds generated higher inflows in April 
compared to the prior month.  Thus we estimate that so far this year net flows into funds globally 
have likely exceeded $600 billion already. 
 
Another positive development is the expansion of breadth, with a greater number of funds now 
participating in industry cash flow growth.  Nearly two hundred funds in the cross-border 
international segment captured at least $250 million of net inflows each during the first quarter, 
a substantially greater number of funds than in prior periods. 
 
 

# # # 
 
For more than 20 years, Strategic Insight has been at the forefront of thorough, unbiased mutual 
fund industry research and business intelligence. We provide our variety of products and 
services to a range of clients, including executives from more than 200 investment management 
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and insurance companies, distributors, investment banks, hedge funds, consultants and law 
firms. Strategic Insight’s parent company, Asset International, delivers critical, cutting edge data, 
research and marketing programs to mutual fund companies, banks, asset managers and 
insurance companies worldwide. The company has offices in New York, Boston, Hong Kong, 
London, Melbourne, Toronto and Stamford, CT. For additional information, visit  
www.SIonline.com. 
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